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.        -^  LNTRODUCTORV. 

•j 

f^  This  attempt  to  bring  toget)ier  all  the  names  un- 

/•  successfully  i:)roposeri  for  our  counties  is  merely  an  effort 

"-     to  preserve  some  items  bearing"  upon  the  history  of  our 

^-    sta^e  that  are  difiicult  to  ^md,  some  of  which  may  soon 

^^■~:   be  lost. 

.  ^'^  A  desire  to  knou  mo^c  of  the  history  of  my  native 

*s*   county  (Lee)  led  me  to  m.ake  an  investigation  of  the 

^arious  books  and  documents  to  which  one  might  con- 

'     fidently  appeal    for    knowledge    of    our   state.     This 

-^ -.^-search  brought  to  light  many  items  that  seem  to  have 

»!^Nj""  T?scaped  the  notice  of  our  historians.     Some  of  them 

may  be  of  interest  to  those  who  want  to  know  more  of 

our  history. 

The  names  of  the  authorities  consulted  would  make 
a  list  too  long  for  insertion.  No  state  or  county 
history  has  been  overlooked.  Many  old  newspapers, 
all  printed  statutes  and  legislative  journals,  and  many 
of  the  documents  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  have  been  examined. 

The  work  is  mcomplete,  for  there  are  many  docu- 
ments yet  to  be  examined,  but  it  is  submitted  for 
what  it  is  worth,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  of  service 
to  some  one. 

Chicago,  January  S,  1906. 

WlI.LI.\M   D.    R.\RGE. 


ADAIR. 

-  In  the  second  session  of  the  Tenth  General  Assem- 
bly, on  July  fifteenth,  1837,  James  Craig  of  Jo  Daviess, 
for  the  committee  on  internal  improvements,  reported 
to  the  House  a  bill  for  "An  Act  to  create  the  county  of 
Adair,  and  for  other  i)urposes,"  which  "was  read  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading.  Later  it  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee  composed  of  Craig,  Parven  Paulsen 
of  Pike  and  Mark  Aldrich  of  Hancock,  and  they  never 
reported  upon  it. 

ALLEN. 

When  the  bill  for  the  "  Act  to  create  and  establish 
the  county  of  Jersey,"  which  was  approved  February 
twenty-eighth,  1839,  was  up  for  third  reading  in  the 
House,  John  Naper  of  Cook  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  Jersey  and  inserting  Benton.  Orlando  B.  Ficklin 
of  Coles  called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  and  Jersey 
was  stricken  out,  but  the  effort  to  insert  Benton  failed. 
William  H.  Henderson  of  Putnam  moved  to  insert 
Allen,  but  the  motion  was  lost.  Upon  a  reconsidera- 
tion Naper 's  motion  was  withdrawn,  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  House  committee  on  counties  of  the  Twelfth 
General  Assembly  reported  a  bill  for  "An  Act  for  the 
fornKxtion  of  the  county  of  Allen"  which  was  sent  to  a 
select  committee  composed  of  James  N.  Brown  of  San- 
gamon, Lewis  W.  Ross  of  Fulton,  Robert  F.  Barnett 
of  DeWitt,  Francis  A.  Olds  of  Macoupin  and  James 
Parkinson  of  Morgan  and  was  reported  in  due  time. 
Having  passed  both  houses  it  was  approved  February 
twenty-seventh,  1841.  The  boundary  line  would  have 
included  parts  of  Macoupin,  Morgan  and  Sangamon. 
The  act  provided  for  an  election  in  those  couiities  at 


which  the  question  of  the  formation  of  the  new  county 
should  V)c  dctennincfl.  It  is  matter  of  common  knowl- 
edge that  the  effcrt  failed.     (See  Oregon.) 

AM  DRAW. 

-^When  the  bill  for  the  "Act  to  establish  Cumber- 
land county,"  which  was  approved  March  second,  1843, 
was  pending  in  the  House  George  M.  Hanson  of  Coles 
moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and 
insert  provisions  for  a  division  of  Coles  by  a  line  between 
townships  twelve  (in  which  Mattoon  and  Charleston 
arc  situated)  and  thirteen,  and  that  if  a  majority  of 
those  voting  on  the  question  should  favor  tliis  line  then 
all  of  Coles  north  of  the  line  should  be  the  county  of 
Ambraw  and  all  south  of  it  should  be  Coles  county ; 
and  if  a  majority  should  be  against  this  division  and  for 
a  division  by  cutting  off  fourteen  miles  from  the  south 
end  of  Coles  then  the  dividing  line  between  Coles  and  the 
new  county  should  begin  at  the  northwest  cornerof  sec- 
tion thirty,  township  eleven,  north,  range  seven  east  of  the 
third  principal  meridian,  and  run  thence  east  to  Clark, 
and  the  new  county  should  be  called  Cumberland. 
The  House  would  not  agree  to  this  and  the  bill  passed 
without  amendment.  Cumberland  was  given  all  of 
Coles  south  of  the  last  mentior.ed  line. 

ATHENS. 

Efforts  to  divide  Sangam')n  led  the  House  com- 
mittee on  counties  of  the  Twelfth  General  Assembly, 
1 840-1,  to  report  a  bill  for  "  An  Act  to  create  the  county 
of  Athens"  which  was  sent  to  a  select  committee  com- 
posed of  John  Bennett  of  Menard,  Josiah  Francis  of 
Sangamon  and  Solomon  Parsons  of  Pike  who  failed  to 
report  upon  it. 


AUDUBON. 

The  "Act  to  I'staMish  tlic  county  of  Audubon," 
approved  Februciry  sivth,  iSa^/subrnittcd  to  the  electors 
of  Montgomery  and  Fayette,  but  not  to  tho.se  in  Sht-lliy, 
a  proposal  to  form  a  new  county  out  of  territory  in  the 
three  named.     The  project  failed. 

AZBY.  ■•" 

When  the  bill  for  the  "Act  for  the  formation  of  a 
new  county  out  of  the  counties  of  Edwards  and  Craw- 
ford," which  was  approved  January  sixteenth,  182 1, 
was  before  the  House  David  Blackwell  of  St.  Clair, 
moved  to  strike  out  Perry  and  insert  Dubois,  but  the 
motion  failed.  Kenry  Eddy  of  Gallatin  then  moved 
to  insert  Decatur  in  lieu  of  Perry,  and  that  failed. 
Then  Blackwell  m.oved  that  Pike  be  inserted  instead  of 
Perry,  and  the  motion  was  lost.  On  motion  of  Wick- 
liffe  Kitchell  of  Crawford  Lawrence  was  substituted, 
and  the  bill  passed, 

BEXTOX.  '       " 

The  fourth  section  of  the  House  bill  for  the  "Act 
to  create  certain  counties  therein  named,"  approved 
March  fourth,  1837,  which  created  De  Kalb,  Boone  and 
Stephenson,  was  amended  in  the  Senate,  on  motion  of 
Orville  H.  Browning  of  Adams,  by  changing  the  name 
of  the  new  county  from  Benton  to  De  Kalb.  When 
the  bill  was  returned  to  the  House  an  effort  to  chcmge 
the  name  of  De  Kalb  to  Marshall  was  made,  but  it 
failed. 

When  the  bill  for  the  "Act  to  create  and  establish 
the  county  of  Jersey,"  approved  February  twenty- 
eighth,  1839,  was  before  the  H(.)use,  John  Xaper  of  Cook 


moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  Jersey  and  inserting 
Benton.  The  question  being  divided,  at  the  request 
of  Orlando  1^.  Fieklin  of  Coles,  Jersey  was  stricken  out, 
but  the  effort  to  insert  Benton  failed,  under  the  rules 
only  forty-six  members  voting  for  the  change  while 
twenty-four  were  ()}^]X)sed  to  it.  A  motion  to  insert 
Allen  was  made  by  William  If.  Henderson  r.f  Putnam, 
but  it  was  lost.  Xaper's  moti(jn  ^^•as  tlien  withdrawn 
and  the  bill  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  "Act  to  create  the  county  of  Wil- 
cox" was  amended  in  the  House  oTi  motion  of  Andrew 
J.  Kuykendall  of  Johnson,  by  striking  out  Wilcox 
and  inserting  Massac,  after  motions  to  insert  Benton, 
Harrison,  Ohio  and  Van  Buren  had  failed.  It  was 
approved  February  eighth,  1S43. 

An  "Act  for  the  formation  of  the  county  of  Benton 
and  for  other  jmrp'jses,"  approved  ^larch  fourth,  1843, 
made  provision  for  a  county  of  that  name  out  of  terri- 
tory in  ]\Iorgan,  Greene  and  Macoupin,  but  it  failed  to 
receive  the  necessary  votes  at  the  polls  and  was  inef- 
fective. 

BRADLEY. 

EfTorts  to  make  a  new  county  out  of  Randolph  or 
out  of  Randolph  and  Jackson  led  the  House  committee 
on  counties  of  the  Fifteenth  General  Assembly,  1846-7, 
to  recommend  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  an  "  Act  to  estab- 
lish the  county  of  Bradley."  It  was  read  three  times 
and  then,  on  motion  of  Edward  O'.Melveny  of  the 
Randolph-Monroe  district,  indefinitely  }.>ostponed. 

BROWN. 

In  the  Sixth  General  Assembly,  182S-9,  Peter  Cart- 
wright  of    Sangamon  introduced  in  the  House  a   bill 


without  a  title  but  which  is  known  in  the  journal  as  a 
bill  for  "An  Act  forming  the  counties  of  Chicago, 
Pinckney  and  Brown."  After  second  reading  it  was 
-sent  to  the  committee  of  the  whole,  amended  there,  and 
then,  on  motion  of  Jonathan  H.  Pugh  of  vSangamon, 
laid  on  the  table  where  it  remained.  The  proposed 
Brown  would  have  had  a  boundary  beginning  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  township  thirty-six,  north,  range 
ten,  east  of  the  third  principal  meridian  (one  of  the 
Cook-Will  corners),  running  thence  west  to  the  north- 
west corner  of  township  thirty-six^  range  five  (near 
Somonauk),  thence  to  the  southwest  corner  of  township 
thirty-one,  range  five,  thence  to  the  southeast  corner 
of  township  thirty-one,  range  ten,  thence  north  to  the< 
place  of  beginning,  thus  including  part  of  LaSallc,  Will, 
Kankakee,  Kendall  and  all  of  Grundy. 

The  Brown  we  know  was  formed  from  Schuyler  in 
1839,  an  effort  to  create  it,  with  a  slightly  different 
boundary,  having  failed  in  1837. 

CALHOUN. 

Formed  in  1825  out  of  Pike. 

See  Okaw. 

In  the  first  session  of  the  Tenth  General  Assembly, 
1836-7,  a  House  bill  for  "An  Act  to  aboHsh  the  county 
of  Calhoun,  and  for  other  purposes"  was  amended  so 
that  the  title  read  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  election 
of  a  prolxite  justice  of  the  peace,"  after  the  defeat  of 
a  motion  of  Richard  B.  Servant  of  Randolph  to  make 
it  read  "An  Act  inflicting  a  vital  stab  upon  the  constitu- 
tion." At  the  same  session  the  title  of  a  bill  for  "An 
Act  concerning  the  county  of  Calhoun,  and  for  other 
purposes"  was  changed  to  "An  Act  to  incorporate  the 
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Grafton  and  \A'hitohalI  Hofol  Company"  and  then 
passed.  Neither  :>f  these  c'iCls  has  any  bearing  upon 
the  creation  o-.-ovj^iTPzatiiiti  '..f  a  comity. 

CARROLL. 

Created  by  the  "Act  to  organize  the  county  of 
Carroll,"  apjiroved  February  twenty-second.  1839. 

The  House  bill  for  thv  '•  Act  estab-lisliinf^  the  county 
of  Greene."  approved  January  tventieth,  1821,  was 
amended  in  the  Senate,  on  the  motion  of  Leonard 
White  of  WhitC;  by  changing  the.  name  of  the  new- 
county  from  Carroll  to  Greene. 

The  original  bill  for  the  "Act  to  establish  certain 
counties."  approved  January  sixteenth,  1S36.  which 
created  Kane,  Ogle,  McHenry,  Winnebago  and  White- 
side and  changed  the  boundaries  of  Jo  Daviess,  gave 
the  name  of  Carroll  to  one  of  the  new  counties,  but  it 
disappeared  in  the  committee  room  as  did  the  words 
"in  honor  of  Charles  Carroll  of  CarroUton."  that  had 
been  inserted  after  it  on  motion  of  George  W.  P.  Max- 
well, the  Senator  from  Schuyler. 

CASS. 

Created  by  the  "Act  for  the  formation  of  the 
county  of  Cass,"  ai)proved  March  third,  1S37. 

When  the  bill  act  creating  Kane.  Ogle,  McHenry, 
Winnebago  and  Whiteside,  that  we  have  just  men- 
tioned, was  before  the  Senate  William  Thomas  of 
Morgan  nioved  to  amend  by  inserting  Cass  and  Rey- 
nolds in  the  blanks.  It  is  a  fair  presumption  tliat  those 
blanks  were  left  for  the  names  of  the  new  counties,  but 
the  printed  journal  does  not  show  that  fact,  nor  does 
it  show  anv  direct  action  on  the  motion.     It  seems 


thvit  these  names  were  intended  for  Kane  or  Ogle  or 
\Vinnel)ago.      (Sec  Chippewa.) 

When  the  bill  that  created  Cass  was  before  the 
Senate  Benjamin  Bond  of  the  Clinton-Marion  district 
moved  to  strike  out  Cass  an<l  insert  "Moredock,  in 
honor  of  the  late  Col.  John  Mured  )ck,  of  Monroe 
County,"  but  the  bill  was  sent  to  a  committee  without 
action  on  this  motion.  It  was  reported  with  amend- 
ments, one  c\'idcntly  furtherin;;]^  this  motion  for  Richard 
B.  Servant  of  Randolph  moved  to  strike  out  Moredock 
and  insert  Marshall.  This  motion  failed  but  the 
amendment  was  rejected  and  Cass  retained  as  the 
name.  The  original  title  of  this  bill  was  "A  Bill  i^r 
An  Act  to  jirovide  for  contingencies." 

CHICAGO. 

Peter  Cartwright  of  Sangamon,  for  the  committee 
on  internal  improvements,  introduced  in  the  House  of 
the  Sixth  General  Assembly,  1828-9,  ^  ^i^l  ^^'^^^  bore 
no  title.  In  making  up  the  journal  the  clerk  entitled 
it  a  bill  for  "An  Act  forming  the  counties  of  Chicago, 
Pinckney  and  Brown."  It  was  read  twice,  sent  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  and  reported  with  amendments, 
and  then,  on  motion  of  Jonathan  H.  Pugh,  of  Sangamon, 
laid  on  the  tal  )le  where  it  remained.  '••   • ' ' 

As  originally  drawn  the  third  section  of  the  bill 

would  have  created  "the  county  of "  with 

a  boundary  line  running  west  from  the  northeast  corner 
of  townshi])  forty-one  north,  range  fourteen  cast  of 
the  third  principal  meridian  (near  Evanston),  to  the 
northwest  corner  of  townshi])  forty-one,  range  ten,  east, 
thence  south  (on  the  line  between  the  towns  of  Barring- 
ton  and  Palatine)  to  the  northwest  corner  of  township 
thirty-seven,   thence  east  to  tiie  northwest,  corner  of 


township  thirty-£e''''eri,  rn.ngc  clcveri   (one  of  the  Du- 
Pagc- Will  comers Uliencc  south  to  t!:c  southwest  corner 

_  of  township  t'lirty-live,  thcnct.  lasL  on  tin-  township 
line  to  the  east  line  of  the  state,  thc-nee  nortii  to  Lake 
Michigan  and  along  the  lake  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
"including  and  embracing  the  lands  covered  by  the 
waters  of  the  lake  being  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
State." 

In  the  original  bill  all  the  words  descril)ing  this 
county  have  been  crossed  out  and  over  them  is  pasted  a 
slip,  evidently  the  amendment  of  the  committee,  which 
names  this  county  Chicago  and  runs  its  boundary  thus, 
beginning  on  the  eastern  boundary  line  of  the  State  at 
a  point  in  Lake  Michigan  oi)posite  the  line  between 
townships  forty-one  and  forty-two,  north,  range  four- 
teen east  of  the  third  principal  meridian,  and  running 
thence  west  to  the  northwest  corner  of  township  forty- 
one,  range  ten  east,  thence  south  to  the  northwest 
corner  of  township  thirty-seven,  thence  east  to  the 
northwest  corner  ot  township  thirty-seven, range  eleven, 
thence  south  to  the  southwest  corner  of  township 
thirty-five,  range  eleven,  thence  east  to  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  State  and  along  that  to  the  place  of 
beginning.  The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  attached  to 
this  county  all  the  country  lying  ncn-th  (^f  Chicago, 
Pinckney  (whose  north  line  was  to  be  the  north  line 

'       of    township    thirty-five,    north)    and    Brown    (whose 

[  north  line  was  to  i~>e  the  north  line  of  township  thirty- 
six  north)  as  far  west  as  the  third  ])rinci[)al  meridian, 
and  all  the  country  south  (.>f  these  e<iunties  so  as  to 
include  townshi])   twenty-eight  north,    "which   is  not 

■       included  in  the  l)oundaries  of  any  other  county." 

The  south  line  of  these  counties  would  have  run 
from  the  Indiana  line  west  uh  >\v:i,  ih..-  r.orth  lino  of  town- 
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ship  thirty,  nortli,  to  the  south-west  corner  of  town- 
ship thirty-uno,  ran^^c  four  oast  of  the  third  principal 
-ttierichan,  thence  south  to  the  soutli-west  corner  of 
township  twenty-eight,  and  tlience  west  to  the  IlHnois. 
There  was  then  no  country  south  of  this  hnc  that  was 
r.orth  of  township  twenty-eight  that  was  incUided  in 
any  other  county.  The  country  north  of  township 
twenty-ciglit  and  west  nf  range  one  west  of  tliat 
nierith'an  tn  the  IlHnnis  was  attached  to  I'^eoria ;  that 
in  range  one  west  and  ranges  one.  two  and  three  east 
of  that  meridian,  north  C)f  townshi])  twenty-eight,  and 
in  ranges  four,  five  and  six  north  of  township  twenty  to 
the  IlHnois  was  attached  to  Tazewell,  while  all  north 
of  townshi})  twenty-two  east  of  Tazewell's  attached- 
territory  was  attached  to  Wrmillion. 

It  maybe  that  the  failure  of  this  bill  can  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  the  Senate  had  passed  and  the 
House  was  then  considering,  though  it  took  no  final 
action  upon  it.  a  bill  for  "  An  Act  constituting  the 
county  of  Michigan,"  which  would  have  created  a 
county  including,  with  other  territory,  nearly  all  that 
was  to  go  into  the  proposed  Chicago. 

CHIPPKWA. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  "Act  to  estalilish  certain 
counties,"  ap])roved  January  sixteenth,  1836,  created 
Whiteside.  The  name  first  i'»ro])osed  for  this  county  is 
Chippewa.  A  motion  to  strike  out  that  nanie  and 
insert  Dunn  was  made  in  the  House  l)y  William  J. 
Gatewood  of  Gallatin,  but  it  failed,  and  then  an  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  on  motion  of  Samuel  Hackelton  of 
Fulton,  that  changed  the  name  to  Whiteside. 


COFFKE. 

The  "  Act  for  the  formation'of  the  county  of  Coffee," 
approved  March  first.  1S37,  made  provision  for  the 
estal)hshmcnt  of  a  county  with  this  name  composed 
of  the  territor\'  in  the  present  Stark  and  the  southeast 
township  in  Henry,  but  the  effort  failed  at  the  polls. 
(Chapman,  History  of  Knox  County;  Shallenberger, 
Stark  County  and  Its  Pioneers.)  The  county  is  shown 
on  the  map  in  A.  D.  Jones',  "Illinois  and  The  West." 
A  motion  to  change  the  name  to  Keokuk  was  lost  in 
the  House.  "  ^ 

COLUMBIA. 

Petitions  from  Jo  Daviess,  Putnam  and  The 
attached  parts  of  Tazewell  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
county  led  the  House  committee  on  ]X'titions  in  the 
Seventh  General  Assembly,  1830-1,  by  Jacob  Ogle  of 
St.  Clair,  to  report  a  bill  for  "An  Act  to  create  and 
organize  the  county  of  Columbia."  No  action  was 
taken  upon  it  by  the  House.  Possibly  the  legislature 
thought  a  suflicient  answer  to  these  petitions  was 
made  by  the  erection  of  Cof'k  and  La  Salle  by  the 
"Act  to  create  and  organize  the  counties  therein 
named,"  api)roved  January  fifteenth,  1S31. 

During  the  session  of  the  Eighteenth  General 
Assembly,  1S53.  elYorts  to  form  a  new  county  out  of 
Cook  and  Will,  or  out  of  Cook,  Will  and  Iroquois,  or 
out  of  Will  and  Iroquois  led  to  the  introduction  of  the 
Senate  bill  for  an  "Act  to  establish  the  county  of  Col- 
umbia, and  for  the  other  puri)oses  therein  named." 
It  was  read  twice  and  sent  to  a  committee  that,  at  its 
own  request,  was  soon  discharged  from  further  con- 
sideration of  the  matter,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the 
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tabic.  This  actic^n  was  probably  brought  about  by 
the  passage  of  the  "Act  to  establish  the  county  of 
Kankakee,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  named," 
approved  February  eleventh,  1S53,  whicli  created  a 
new  county  out  of  Will  and  Iroquois. 

COOK. 

See  Okaw. 

DANE. 

The  "Act  to  establish  the  counties  of  Menard, 
Logan  and  Dane."  approved  February  fifteenth,  1839, 
was  not  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  people  living  ii^ 
the  last  named  county  and  ste})s  were  soon  taken  by 
them  to  have  the  county's  name  changed.  At  a  mass 
meeting  held  to  consider  the  matter  Thomas  P.  Bond 
moved  that  the  name  be  char.ged  to  Christian,  and 
this  caiTied.  The  result  of  this  effort  was  the  passage 
of  the  "Act  to  change  the  name  of  the  county  of  Dane 
to  that  of  Christian,"  which  was  approved  February 
first,  1840.  This  is  the  only  county  in  the  state  whose 
name  was  changed  after  the  county  was  created. 

DARKE.  •  ;         '      :,,    ;.  .    •  .      •    _•       .     la^..  :. 

When  the  bill  for  the  "Act  forming  a  new  county 
out  of  the  counties  of  Washington.  Bond  and  Fayette," 
approved  December  twenty-seventh,  1S23,  was  before 
the  House,  Risdon  Moore,  Jr.,  of  St.  Clair  secured  the 
adoption  of  an  amendment  changing  the  name  of  the 
new  countv  from  Darke  to  Clinton. 
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DAVI-ISS. 

When  tlif  House  Bill  f.ir  the  act  establishing  Jn 
Dus'ii-ss  coinuv  was  ])en(lin;j  in  the  Senate,  it  was 
amended,  on  motion  of  Josejih  Duncan,  of  Jackson, 
afterwards  Goxernor,  ]\v  su'^king  out  the  words  '"to 
be  called"  anil  inserting  "and  to  iK'q-etuate  the  memory 
of  Colonel  J<  se]>h  Hamilton  l)a\-icss  who  fell  in  the 
battle  of  Ti])pecanoe  in  gallantly  charging  upon  the 
enemy  at  the  head  of  his  coq)s  the  said  county  shall 
be  called  Ji  Daviess."  Govern. )r  Reynf.lds  says  that 
he  proposed  the  name  ami  John  McLean  moved  to 
make  it  Jo  Daviess  and  this  was  promptly  done  ("My 
Own  Times,"  p.   1 70V 

When  the  House  Bill  "An  Act  defining  the  eastern 
line  of  Tazewell  county,  and  to  locate  a  permanent 
seat  of  justice  thereof"  was  pending  in  the  Senate  of 
the  Seventh  General  Assembly.  1 830-1,  Robert  K. 
McLaughlin  of  Fayette  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a 
section  making  the  name  of  this  county  Daviess,  and 
requiring  the  Secretaiy  of  State  to  enise  the  word  Jo 
from  all  laws  in  his  office,  but  the  moti^^n  was  lost. 

The  man  for  whom  the  county  was  named  spelled 
his  name  thus — Daveiss.  dnd.  His.  Soc.  Pab.  v.  3, 
p.  177.  n.ae  by  J.  P.  Dunn,  qu*  ting  the  title  of  a  pamph- 
let written  by   Daveiss. j  .    ■    ; 

DECATUR.        ^^''  -^  •        •■■ 

See  Azby. 

There  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  of  the  Second 
General  Assembly,  18 20-1.  a  bill  for  "An  Act  forming 
a  new  countv  on  tlie  bountv  lan<ls."     In  it  was  a  blank, 


evidently  left  for  the  name  of  the  new  county,  and 
Edmund  !>.  W.  Jones  of  Union  secured  the  adoption 
of  an  amendment  inserting  tile  name  Decatur  in  this 
blank.  The  Ijill  was  afterwards  laid  on  the  table,  and 
an<jther  bill  passed  that  created  Pike. 

DOUGLAS. 

An  clTort  to  divide  Fulton  led  to  the  introduction 
in  the  Senate  of  the  Fifteenth  General  Assembly, 
1846-7,  of  a  bill  for  "An  Act  to  create  the  county  of 
Douglas."  The  motion  of  George  M.  Hanson  of  the 
Coles  district  to  strike  out  Douglas  and  insert  Ficklin, 
was  laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Peter  Warren  of 
Shelby.     The  bill  was  lost  in  the  House. 

Douglas  was  created  out  of  Coles  in  1857. 

DUBOIS. 

See  Azby. 

DUXX. 

See  Chippewa. 

EAGLE. 

Silas  Noble  of  Lee  introduced  in  the  Senate  of  the 
Fifteenth  General  Assembly,  1846-7,  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Lee,  De  Kalb  and  La  Salle  for  a  new  county  to 
be  called  Eagle,  which  should  include  those  parts  of  the 
three  counties  lying  in  townships  thirty-six,  thirty- 
seven  and  thirty-eight  in  ranges  one,  two,  three  and  four 
east  of  the  third  principal  meridian,  and  township  thirty- 
nine  in  ranges  one  and  two,  east.  It  went  to  a  com- 
mittee that  was  afterwards  discharged  from  further 
consideration  of  it,  and  Noble  was  given  leave  to  with- 
draw the  petition. 
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In  1853  \Villiarn  B  Plato  of  K:me  iiiLroduccd  in 
the  Senate  of  thv  EigliU-eiith  General  Assenildy,  a  bill 
for  "AnAcL  V>  c-sMil>;ish  the  e.Vvint.y  of  Eac^le,  and  for 
K)ther  purposes  therein  narno-l."  AfUr  the  second 
reading  it  \\ent  to  the  committee  on  elections  and  no 
report  was  made  upon  it.   . 

In  the  constitutional  convention  of  1869-70,  W. 
W.  Sedgwick  or  De  Kail)  introduced  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  the  same  counties  pra}-ing  that  the  consti- 
tution be  so  framed  that  a  new  county  could  be  formed 
out  of  their  territory  '.vhenever  two-tliirds  of  the  voters 
in  that  teixitory  petitioned  the  General  Assembly 
therefor.  It  went  to  the  committee  on  counties  and 
was  not  reported  upon. 

FICKLIX.  ^  ^   ' 

See  Douglas. 

FLEMING. 

This  is  the  name  first  proposed  for  the  present 
Moultrie.  The  change  was  brought  about  by  William 
Wilhamson,  Senator  for  that  district,  who  desired  to 
honor  the  memory  of  the  her(^  of  the  Revolutionary 
War.  (Brink,  McDonough  S:  Co.'s  History  of  Moultrie 
County.) 

FORSYTHE. 

Citizens  of  Jo  Daviess  petitioned  the  Tenth  General 
Assembly,  1836-7,  for  the  establishment  of  the  county 
of  Forsythe.  Stephenson  was  created  by  an  Act 
passed  at  that  session  and  took  part  of  Jo  Daviess. 
This  probably  satisfied  the  petitioners,  for  after  the 
passage  of  tlie  Act  creating  Stei^hcnson  the  committee 
on  petitions  was  discharged  from  further  consideration 
of  the  Forsythe  petition. 
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GOTH. 

Sec  Okaw, 

HANXOCK. 

Created  by  the  "Act  forming  new  counties  out 
of  the  counties  of  Pike  and  Fulton,  and  the  attached 
parts  thereof,"  approved  January  thirteenth,   1825. 

See  Hardly. 

HARDLY. 

When  the  bill  for  the  "Act  altering  the  name  of 
Johnson  County"  came  up  for  third  reading  in  the 
Senate  of  the  Second  General  Assembly,  1820-1, 
Zariah  Maddux  of  \\'ashington  moved  to  strike  out 
Hardin,  and  that  was  done.  Lewis  Barker  of  Pope 
moved  to  insert  Hancock,  but  the  motion  was  lost. 
On  motion  of  Leonard  White  of  White  Hardly  was 
inserted.  Maddux  then  moved  that  the  bill  pass, 
and  the  result  was  the  defeat  of  the  bill. 

HARRLSON. 

This  is  (3nc  of  the  names  unsuccessfully  propr»sed 
for  Massac  in  1843.      (^^'^  Benton.) 

In  February,  1847.  Newton  Cloud  of  Morgan, 
Speaker  of  the  House,  introduced,  by  leave,  a  bill 
for  "An  Act  to  create  the  county  of  Polk."  It  was 
read  twice  and,  by  a  vote  of  forty-four  to  forty-one, 
ordered  I'Ugrossed  for  third  reading.  At  its  third 
reading  Stei^hen  T.  L(\c:an  of  Sangamon  secured  the 
adoption  of  two  amendnunts,  one  changing  tiie  boun- 
daries, the  other  clianging  the  name  of  the  county 
from  Polk  to  Harrison.  It  ])assed  the  Hou.se.  fifty- 
eight  to  thirty-one.  only  to  be  indefinitely  postponed 
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in  the  Senate,  on  the  motion  of  Ninian  \V.  IMwnrds 
of  Sangamon,  by  a  vote  of  eighteen  to  seventeen.  The 
territory  proj>o.se(l  to  be  })lace(l  in  the  new  county  was 
in  Morgan,  Macoupin  and  Sangam.r)n.  To  one  not 
famihar  with  that  section  this  looks  Hke  an  eflort  to 
make  W'averly  a  county  seat. 

The  "Act  to  estabhsh  the  county  ')f  H:m-ison, 
and  for  otlier  purposes  therein  named,"  ap{)roved 
February  fourtrenth,  1855,  submitted  to  the  electors 
of  Vermilhon,  Champaign  and  McLean  a  proposed  to 
form  a  new  county  out  of  their  territory.  The  nsult 
was  adverse  to  the  scheme.  This  was  Sa\br("'k's 
eflort  to  become  a  county  seat.  (Le  H^tron's  iii.sfry 
of  McLean  County.) 

HENDRICKS.  ^  ' 

Thomas  OrendorfT  and  James  Latta,  tlie  com- 
mittee having  charge  of  the  petition  for  the  formation 
of  a  new  county  out  of  Tazewell,  which  kd  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  "Act  creating  McLean  county."  ap];roved 
December  thirtieth,  1830,  ealk<l  upon  Speaker  W.  L. 
D.  Ewing  of  the  House  to  ol^taiu  his  assisUmce.  Latta 
stated  that  it  was  proposed  to  call  the  county  Hen- 
dricks, after  a  Mr.  Hendricks  of  Indiana,  and  Ewing, 
saying  that  he  did  not  favor  the  ])lan  of  naming  conn- 
ties  for  men  then  living,  suggested  that  it  be  called 
McLean,  and  this  was  done.  (Duis,  Good  Old  Times 
in  McLean  County.)  The  manner  in  which  tliis  bill 
was  "jammed"  through  is  good  material  for  another 
story. 

HENRY. 

In  the  earlier  ilays  many  of  the  bills  introduced  in  the 
legislature  went  without  titles  until  they  were  en- 
grossed for  third  reading,  and  they  were  known,  or  at 
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least  described  in  tlie  prinU'd  journal's,  by  names  that 
wore  not  alwr.y^  retained  r/i-.ron.ghout  their  jiroj^^ress. 
The  journal  s'l'-^/s  th:it  u  y.clvci  committee  oi."  the  House 
"of  tlie  Third  General  Assenibiy,  i8r2--3,  reported 
favorably  a  bill  for  "An  Act  to  for/n  a  new  county  out 
of  the  attached  part  of  Pike,"  and  u])on  its  second 
reading  it  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Nicholas  Hansen 
of  Pike,  l>y  rilling  the  first  blank,  presumably  the  one 
left  for  the  name  of  the  nevv-  county,  with  the  word 
Fultnn.  Alexander  P.  Ticld  of  Union  moved,  without 
success,  to  strike  out  Fulton  and  insert  Henry.  The 
bill  that  created  Fulton  was  approved  January  twenty- 
eighth,  182;,.  and  is  entitled,  "An  Act  forming  a  new 
county  out  of  the  attached  part  of  the  county  of  Pike." 
Henry  was  formed  in  1825. 

HIGHLAXr3. 
I    See  Marquette.  .. 

HOLMES. 

Petitions  of  citizens  of  Iroquois  that  ]xirt  of'tliat 
County  bo  jtlaeed  in  new  county  to  be  called  Holmes, 
with  ]Ktiti<'ns  for  a  new  ,  er)unty  out  of  Vermillion 
and  Iroc[uois  and  otliers  that  a  part  of  McLean 
be  included  led  the  Senate  of  the  Twentieth 
General  Assembly,  1857,  to  pass  a  bill  for  "An 
Act  concerning  the  creation  of  a  new  county 
therein  named,  and  to  provide  for  attaching  thereto 
a  portion  of  Iroquois  county."  It  failed  in  the  Hou.se 
where  Oliver  L.  Davis  of  Vermillion  h;id  introtluced  a 
petition  of  citizens  of  his  county  praying  for  the  forma- 
tion of  the  county  of  Savanna.  The  latter  bill  was  sent 
to  a  committee  that  reiK)rted  a  bill  for  "An  Act  to 
create  the  county  of  Sawmna,  and  for  other  purjwses 
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therein  named."  Tlie  last  menti<  -ncd  hill  was  amended, 
on  motitjii  of  Davis,  by  strikinij  out  Savanna  wherever 
it  occurred  and  inserting  Holmes.  It  jnissed  hnth  houses 
as  a  bill  for  "An  Act  to  create  the  county  of  Holmes, 
and  for  other  j)ur})oses  therciti  nami'd,"  and  was  ap- 
proved January  thirty-first,  1S57.  It  was  dependent 
u])on  the  result  of  an  election,  and  failed  there.  The 
county  would  ha\'e  taken  territory  from  Champaign 
and  Vermillion. 

HOMER. 

In  Beckwith's  History  of  Vermillion  County,  p. 
587,  in  the  chapter  on  Elwood  tov/nshij),  the  following 
is  found:  "In  1857  the  vote  for  establishing  Homer 
county  was  i  to  189  against."  This  is  the  only  mention 
of  a  county  having  this  name  that  has  come  to  our  notice. 

HUBBARD. 

When  the  Senate  bill  for  the  "Act  to  form  a  new 
county  out  of  the  attached  part  of  Greene  county, 
north  of  town  twelve."  which  was  approved  January 
thirty-first.  1823,  was  before  the  House  it  was  amended, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  a  select  committee  com- 
posed of  Thomas  Rattan  of  Cireene,  James  Sims  of 
Sangamon  and  Nicholas  Hansen  of  Pike,  by,  among 
other  things,  changing  the  name  o(  the  new  county 
from  Hubbard  to  Morgan. 

JOLIET. 

For  the  House  committee  on  ])etitions,  John  T. 
Stuart  of  Sangamon,  reporting  upon  a  petition  from 
Cook,  La  Salle  and  Iroquois  for  a  new  county,  which 
had  been  introduced  by  John  Hamlin,  "f  Peoria, 
rejx)rteil  a    bill  for  "An  Act  to  est:iblish  the  county  of 
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Joliet."  It  was  npicndr\i  by  changing  the  name  of 
the  county  to  Will,  an<i  hy  m.-ikirig  a  slight  change 
in  the  bountiary.  It  \v'i3  ai,prov:d  January  twelfth, 
1863. 

KANKAKEE. 

The  "Act  to  establish  the  ounty  o(  Kankakee, 
and  for  other  jr.irposcs  thorei:i  named,"  a})j)roved 
February  eleventh,  i&^i,  failed  to  get  the  approval 
of  the  people  at  tne  eleciion  for  which  it  i)rovided 
and  tluit  etiort  failed.  The  county  was  established 
under  an  act  leaving  iho  same  title  which  was  ap- 
proved February  eleventh,  1S53.  It  is  probable  that 
the  passage  of  the  last  mentioned  act  caused  the 
abandonment  of  ihe  effort  to  pass  the  bill  for  the  "Act 
to  establish  the  county  of  Columbia,  aiTd  for  other 
purposes  therein  named." 

KEOKUK.  ^ 

Sec  Cofiee. 

LINCOLN. 

The  "Act  to  create  the  county  of  Lincoln,  and  for 
other  ]uir}-)Oses/' approved  March  ninth,  1867,  submitted 
to  the  electors  of  Champaign  and  Vermillion  the  ques- 
tion of  the  formation  of  a  county  with  that  name  out 
of  territory  in  those  counties.  The  ellort  failed.  This 
is  the  last  act  passed  ])roviding  for  the  creation  of  a 
county. 

LUDIOW. 

Kett's  History  of  J(»  Daviess  county  says  that  the 
name  first  pro])osed  for  that  county  was  Ludlow. 
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MACKINAW. 

The  Legislative  journals  shmv  that  the  House 
gassed  a  bill  for  "An  Act  creating  Mackinaw  county." 
The  Senate  changed  the  name  of  the  county  and  made 
other  amendments,  and  passed  the  hill  with  the  title 
reading,  "An  Act  creating  Tazewell  county."  It  was 
reported  enrolled  as  "An  Act  creating  the  county  of 
Tazewell,"  and  as  laid  before  the  Council  of  Revision 
entitled,  "An  Act  creating  Tazewell  county." 

MARQUETTE. 

The  "Act  to  create  the  county  of  Marquette,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  n^icntioncd,"  approved 
February  eleventh,  1S43,  gave  that  county  two  tiers 
of  townships  of!  the  east  end  of  Adams,  with  one  tier 
of  sections  ofT  the  east  end  of  another  township  so  that 
the  county  seat  would  not  be  too  close  to  the  western 
boundary  of  the  county.  Although  thi^  was  the  result 
of  a  county  seat  fight  the  people  of  zhe  new  county 
would  not  organize.  (People  v.  U'/v;;,  4  Scammon's 
Reports,  p.  269.)  The  passage  of  the  "Act  to  change 
the  name  of  the  county  of  Marquette,  to  organize  the 
same,  and  to  attach  a  portion  of  the  county  of  Adams 
thereto,  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
therein,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentirjiied," 
approved  February  twenty-seventh.  1847.  ^^^^^  not 
induce  the  people  to  organize  the  county,  and  it  went 
out  of  existence  by  O]")eration  of  the  Constitution  of 
184S.  The  new  name  i)roposed  for  the  county  by 
last  mentioned   Act  is   Highland. 

Marc[uette  is  shown  on  the  ma])  in  D.  \V.  Beadle's 
"American  Lawyer  and  Busines.s-Man's  Form-Book," 
New  York,  1852. 


MARSHALL. 

Fc?r  the  ccmmitloc  on  petitions  of  the  House  of 
the  Tenth  Genercnl  Assembly.  7836-7,  ujxm  a  ])etition 
for  a  (liviiiion  of  Sangani'-n.  St''|)h(.';i  A.  Dvmi^Las  re- 
ported a  bill  iur  "Ar.  Act  lor  the  organization  of  the 
county  of ."  It  was  sent  to  a  select  com- 
mittee composed  c>i  Abrab.ani  LitK-MJii  and  Robert  L. 
Wilson  of  Sangamoii  and  William  A.  Richards()n  of 
Schuyler,  and  was  rcT3ortcd  with  amendments,  one  of 
which  gave  the  nar.ie  Marshall  to  the  new  county. 
David  A.  X')wlin  of  Monroe  moved  to  strike  out  that 
name  and  insert  ^^l'l  Lkiren  and  the  motion  prevailed. 
It  passed  the  House  only  to  be  indefinitely  postponed 
by  the  Senate,  i^ie  county  would  have  included 
about  one-third  of  Mason,  a  small  part  of  Sangamrm 
and  nearly  all  of  Meinird. 

At  the  same  session  the  House  laid  on  the  table 
a  bill  for  an  "Act  to  establish  the  county  of  Marshall" 
which  provided  for  a  county  with  a  boundary  line 
beginning  at  the  center  of  the  main  channel  of  the 
Illinois  on  the  line  between  to\vnshi]is  twenty  and 
twenty-one  norlh,  third  princijxd  meridian,  running 
thence  east  on  the  township  line  to  the  center  of  range 
five  west ;  thence  south  to  the  corner  of  sections 
twenty-seven,  twenty-eight,  tliirXy-three  and  thirty- 
four,  township  eighteen;  thence  west  to  the  corner  of 
sections  twenty-si.\.  twenty-seven,  thirty-four  and 
thirty-five,  range  six ;  thence  south  to  the  corner  of 
sections  twenty-two,  twenty-three,  twenty-six  and 
twenty-seven,  township  seventeen;  thence  west  to  the 
center  of  range  eight  ('the  Sangamon-Morgan  line) ; 
thence  north  to  the  Sangamon  river  and  down  its 
main  channel  to  the  Illinois  and  uj)  that  ri\er  to  the 
pk'.ce  of  beginning. 
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The  Marshall  of  our  time  was  fonncd  at  a  later  day 
out  of  other  territory. 

See  BenUni,  Cass  and  \'aa  Ikiren. 

MASON. 

A  petition  from  citizens  of  San;.^amon  and  Taze- 
well for  a  new  ctnnity  out  of  their  territory  to  be  called 
Mason  was  presented  to  the  Eleventh  General  Assembly 
1838-9,  only  t(^  meet  the  adverse  rei)ort  of  the  com- 
mittee considering  it.  The  county  of  this  name  was 
formed  in  1S41  from  territory  in  Menard,  Tazewell  and 
Sangamon.  .     ,    ^ 

MICHIGAN. 

The  Senate  of  the  Third  General  Assembly,  1829, 
passed  a  bill  for  "An  Act  constituting  the  county  of 
Michigan,"  but  it  failed  in  the  Hr.use.  The  county 
would  have  been  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  the 
state  line,  on  the  west  by  Fox  river  and  on  the  south 
by  the  Illinois  and  the  Kankakee.  Chicago  was  named 
as  the  county  Seat. 

McPIenry  is  one  of  the  five  counties  created  by  the 
"Act  to  establish  certain  ctmnties."  approved  Janu- 
ary sixteenth,  1836.  When  the  bill  for  this  act  was 
in  the  Senate  William  11.  Davidson  of  White  secured 
the  ado])tion  of  an  amendment  changing  the  name  of 
this  county  from  Michigan  to  McIIenry. 

The  "Act  for  the  formation  of  Michigan  county," 
api^roved  March  second,  1837,  submitted  to  a  vote  a 
proposal  to  fonn  a  county  of  that  name  with  a  b(  mndary 
including  the  present  Du  Page  and  the  parts  of  Cook 
lying  north  and  south  (>i  it. 

In  1838  an  efTort  was  made  to  form  a  county  hav- 
ing this  namic  out  of  a  portion  of  Cook  and  that  part  of 
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Mcllonry  lying  east  of  Vo\  river.      (E.   M.   Haines  in 
Lc  Baron's  Past  an'l  IVcsent  of  Lake  County.) 

"iMlLLER. 

In  his  address  before  the  State  Bar  Association 
upon  the  Organization  of  the  State  into  Counties  Judge 
Moses  says  that  in  1S41  provision  was  made  by  an  act 
of  the  legislature  for  the  formation  of  the  county  of 
Miller  out  of  Mac<iu]>in  and  Morgan,  but  there  is  no 
such  statute,  and  the  printed  legislative  journals  make 
no  mention  of  such  a  bill.  Possibly  the  author  was 
writing  from  memory  and  intended  to  mention,  as  he 
does  not,  the  "Act  for  the  formation  of  the  county  of 
Allen,"  approved  February  twenty-seventh,  1841, 
which  provided  f'  ^r  the  formati'  m  of  such  a  county  out 
of  Macoupin,  Morgan  and  Sangamon. 

MILTON.  1  '-C-V.  .-,/.- 

The  "Act  to  create  the  county  of  Milton,"  approved 
February  twenty-first.  1843,  submittc^d  ^^  the  voters 
in  Vermillion  a  proposition  to  form  a  county  with  that 
name  out  of  the  southern  part  of  Vermillion. 

moni:e. 

U])on  the  rc'port  of  its  c<jmmittce  on  counties  the 
House  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  General  Assembly,  1869, 
struck  out  the  enacting  clause  of  a  bill  for  "An  Act  to 
establish  the  county  of  Monee,  and  for  other  purpcjses 
therein  named."  It  was  intn^duced  by  George  Gay- 
lord  of  Will. 

MOREDOCK. 
Sec  Cass. 
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NELSON. 

^Citizens  of  Sani^amon,  Mop^an  an<l  Macmjtin  pre- 
sented l()  tlu>  Mouse  of  the  KleveiUh  lieiieral  Assenilily, 
1838-9,  a  ])etition  praying  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
county  to  l»e  called  Nelson  out  of  territory  in  those 
named.  It  went  to  the  committee  on  coimties  and  no 
rc})ort  was  made  upon  it. 

NILE. 

The  F(nn-teenth  General  Assembly,  1844-5,  was 
asked  by  citizens  of  Alexander  to  create  out  of  that 
county  a  new  one  to  be  called  Nile.  After  the  Senate 
committee  had  considered  the  ])etition  some  time  it 
was  discharged,  and  the  effort  failed. 

OAKLAND. 

Peru's  ambition  to  be  a  county  seat  led  some 
citizens  of  La  Salle  and  Bureau  to  petition  the  Eleventh, 
Thirteenth  and  Fourteenth  General  Assemblies  to 
create  a  new  county  out  of  their  territory,  and  the  last 
ctTcJrt  induced  the  introduction  in  the  Hous'e  of  a  bill 
for  "An  Act  to  create  the  county  of  Oakland,  and  for 
other  puqx  ses."  which  was  laid  on  the  table  after  the 
second  reatling.  A  final  effort  was  made  before  the 
Fifteenth  General  Assembly  where  a  bill  with  the  same 
title  was  introduced  in  the  House.  It  failed  after  a 
second  reading. 

OHIO. 

The  Senate  of  the  Fourth  General  Assembly  passed 
a  bill  for  "An  Act  to  establish  Ohio  county."  On 
January  nineteenth.  1S26.  the  House  ordered  it  laid 
on  the  table  until  the  fourth  of  July  folh^wing.  and  the 
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Assembly    adjourned    January    twenty-eighth.     Citi- 
zens of  P()i)e  and  Gallatin  remt^nstratcd  against  the 
-  passage  of  the  hill. 

See  Benton. 

OKAW. 

The  Senate  of  the  Second  General  Assembly 
passed  a  bill  for  "An  Act  forming  a  new  county  out  of 
the  Counties  of  Bond  and  Crawi'ord  "  On  third  read- 
ing these  motions  were  made  and  lost — by  Michael 
Jones  of  Gallatin  to  strike  Calhoun  and  insert  Goth — 
by  Milton  Ladd  of  Johnson  to  strike  out  Calhoun  and 
insert  Okaw— by  Zariah  Maddux  to  strike  out  Calhoun 
and  insert  Cook— l)y  \\'illiam  Boon  of  Jackson  to  strike 
out  Calhoun  and  insert  Vandal ia.  The  House  struck 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause.  It  was  the  effort 
to  pass  this  bill  that  led  to  the  passage  of  the  "Act 
forming  a  new  county  out  of  the  parts  of  counties 
therein  contained."  approved  February  fourteenth. 
182 1,  which  created  Fayette  out  of  Bond.  Crawford 
and  Pike. 

The  "Act  to  establish  the  county /^f  Okaw."  ap- 
proved February  twenty-fourth.  1S41.  made  provision 
for  a  new  D.unty  with  practically  the  same  boundaries 
that  M( lultrie  has.     It  failed  at  the  polls. 

The  House  passed  a  bill  for  "An  Act  for  the  forma- 
tion of  the  county  of  Okaw."  On  motion  of  Peter 
Warren  of  Shelby  the  Senate  amended  the  bill  and  its 
title  by  changing  the  name  of  the  county  to  Moultrie. 
It  was  api)roved  February-  sixteenth.  1843. 

In  the  Fourteenth  General  Assemblv,  1844-5, 
petitions  from  M..ultrie.  Coles.  Shelby  and  Cumber- 
land led  to  the  introduction  in  the  House  of  a  bill  for 
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"An  Act  to  create  the  county  of  Okaw  out  of  the 
county  of  Coles."  It  was  laid  on  the  table  after  the 
second  reading. 

ORANGE. 

The  name  originally  proposed  for  Kendall  was 
Orange.  The  change  was  made  by  the  House  on  mo- 
tion of  Ebenezer  Peck  of  Cook.  Joseph  Gillespie  of 
Madison  moved  to  prefix  the  words  "Honest  Amos," 
but  his  motion  was  tabled  on  the  motion  of  William 
H.  Bissell  of  M'mroe. 

While  the  troubles  caused  by  the  failure  of  the 
citizens  of  Marquette  to  organize  their  county  were 
disturbing  the  legislature Jhe  House  of  the  Fourteenth 
General  Assembly,  1844-5,  passed  a  bill  for  "An  Act 
to  create  the  county  of  Orange."  It  was  lost  in  the 
Senate.  It  grew  out  of  petitions  from  Adams.  Mar- 
quette and  Pike  for  a  new  county. 

OREGOX. 

Upon  petiti(.>ns  from  Morgan  rm<l  Macoujiin  for  a 
new  C(.mnty  there  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  of  the 
Sixteenth  General  Assembly,  1849,  a  bill  for  "An  Act 
for  the  erection  of  the  county  of  Oreg(ni."  It  was 
amended  and  passed  by  the  Senate  with  the  title  read- 
ing "An  Act  for  the  erection  of  the  county  of  Oregon, 
and  the  organization  of  the  same."  The  House  struck 
out  the  enacting  clause  and  ended  that  cfTort. 

The  "Act  for  the  formation  ui  the  county  of 
Oregon,"  approved  February  fifteenth.  1S51,  made 
provision  for  the  creation  f>f  such  a  county  out  <-«f  teiri- 
tory  in  Macoupin,  Morgan  and  Sangamon.  The 
territor}'  is  about  the  same  as  that  proposed  for  Allen. 
The  eff<^rt  failed  at  the  j^ulls. 
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PARK. 

Leonard  Swett  of  McLean  intr<Kluccil  in  the  House 
-of  the  Twenty-First  General  Assembly,  1S59.  a  bill  for 
"An  Act  to  form  the  new  county  of  Park  out  of  the 
counties  of  McLean,  Champaij^n  and  Vermillion."  It 
was  not  heard  of  after  bein^  ordered  engrosscfL  I^)S- 
sibly  the  passage  of  the  Act  creatini^  Ford  was  regarded 
as  a  suUicient  answer  to  the  petitions  that  induced 
Swett  to  act. 

PERRY. 

See  Azby. 

A  bill  for  "An  Act  creating  Perr\'  county,"  passed 
the  Mouse  of  the  Thjrd  General  Assembly,  1822-3, 
but  failed  in  the  Senate.  The  county  bearing  this 
name  was  formed  by  an  act  having  that  same  title 
which  was  approved  January  twenty-ninth,  1827. 

PIKE. 

Created  by  the  "Act  to  form  a  new  county  on  the 
bounty  lands."  a]>])roved  January  thirty-first,  182 1. 
An  unsuccessful  effort  had  been  made  a  few  davs 
before  the  passage  of  this  act  to  give  this  name  to 
La^^Tence  county.      See  Azby.  1 

PIXCKXEY. 

Section  one  of  the  bill  for  the  "Act  forming  the 
counties  of  Chicago.  Pinckney  and  Brown,"  as  it  stood 
when  introduced,  p.rovided  for  a  county  to  be  called 
Pinckney,  with  a  boundary  line  beginning  at  the 
north-cast  corner  of  townsliij)  thirty-hve  north,  range 
four  east  of  the  third  ])rincipal  meridian,  and  running 
thence    "easterly"    (manifestly    an    error)    along    the 
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"north  line  of  the  surveys  to  the  north-west  corner  of 
fractional  townsliij)  eighteen  nonli,  range  ten  east  of 
the  fourth  princii'al  meridian"  (in  Bureau  county) ; 
thence  south  on  the  range  hne  to  the  south-west  corner 
of  township  thirteen;  thence  east  to  main  channel  of 
the  IlHnois  river  and  down  it  to  the  "south-west 
angle"  of  fractional  lownshi',)  twenty-eight,  north, 
range  four  west  of  the  third  |>riiici])al  meridian;  thence 
east  on  the  township  line  to  the  east  line  of  range  four 
east  of  the  third  principal  meridian,  thence  north  to 
the  place  of  beginning.  The  county  seat  was  to  be 
located  near  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Vermillion.  An 
amendment  by  the  committee  made  the  north-east 
corner  of  the  county  the  north-east  corner  of  township 
thirty-five  north,  rangc^seven  east  of  the  third  prin- 
cipal meridian,  but  did  not  change  the  other  lines. 
The  county  would  have  contained  parts  of  Bureau, 
Putnam,  Marshall,  Woodford,  Livingston  and  La 
Salle. 

POLK. 

Citizens  of  De  Witt  asked  the  Fourteenth  General 
Assembly,  1S44,  to  create  a  new  county  to  be  called 
Polk,  and  a  bill  for  that  puqxise  was  read,J:wice  in  the 
House  and  then  tabled.      (See  Harrison.) 

RADLVTIOX. 

Petitions  for  a  new  county  out  of  Hardin  and 
Gallatin  and  others,  for  a  division  r.f  Pnpe,  with 
remonstrances  against  any  such  action,  were  presented 
to  the  House  of  the  Twelfth  General  Assembly,  and 
George  T.  Waters  of  Pope  introduce<l  a  bill  for  "An 
Act  to  create  the  cotmty  C'f  Radiation  "  After  second 
reading  it  was  indefinitely  j)ostponed,  on  motion  of 
John  Oliver  of  J-  )hnson. 
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RICUMAX. 

Petitions  lor  tjj.j  1-. irni^.tion,  out  (A  Coles  and 
Chani[)aign.  C)f  a  ccninty  to  ))?  caliod  Kichman  led  to 
the  passage  (.f  the  '*Act  to  establish  the  county  of 
Douglas,  and  for  otr.or  ])v.ri)r)S'.s."  a]i])rc)ved  February 
thirteenth,  i^'>S'/-  'i'his  ell'orL  failed.  Douglas  was 
created  by  an  act  piissed  in  1859. 

REYNOLDS. 
See  Cass. 

SAVAXXA. 

See  Holmes. 

SOMERSET. 

J.  M.  Hood  oi  Du  Page  introduced  in  the  House  of 
the  Twenty-First  General  Assembly,  1859,  a  bill  for 
"An  Act  to  create  the  comity  of  Somerset,  and  for 
other  purposes."  It  was  ordered  engrossed  for  third 
reading  and  then  dropped.  There  were  petitions 
from  Iroqu<.)is  and  Vermilli«  »n  asking  that  this  bill  be 
passed. 

SUMMIT. 

John  A.  Logan  of  Jackson  introduced  in  the 
House  of  the  Twentieth  General  Assembly,  1857,  a  bill 
for  "An  Act  to  establish  the  county  of  Summit,  and 
for  other  purposes."  It  was  read  twice  and  sent  to 
a  committee  that  did  not  report  upon  it. 

The  bill  for  "An  Act  to  create  the  county  of  Sum- 
mit, and  for  other  puq-x.-ses"  was  amended  in  the 
House  on  motion  of  J"hn  A.  Davis  of  Stephenson 
by  striking   out   Summit   wherever   it  occurred   and 


inserting  Foru.  It  pr.sze'l  entitled,  "An  Act  to  create 
the  county  of  Fur-.l  i'.n.J  t'-.T  other  y>uriK)scs,"  and  was 
approved  Fcl)^;u'.ry  sc'\enlc.i'.ti->.  ^859.  This  is  the 
last  county  crcat'jd. 

TIOGA. 

George  C.  Bcstor  of  Peona  introduced  into  the 
Senate  of  the  Twenty  First  General  Assembly,  1859, 
a  bill  for  "An  Act  to  create  the  CAinty  of  Tioga,  and 
for  other  puqDOses  therein  named."  Though  ordered 
engrossed  for  tliird  readmg  no  final  action  was  taken 
upon  it  by  the  Senate. 

VAX  BUREX. 

In  the  House  of  the  Tenth  General  Assembly. 
1836-7,  Stephen  A.  D(niglas,  of  Morgan,  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  petitions,  reporting  upon  a  petition 
for  a  division  of  Sangamon,  reported  a  bill  for  "An  Act 

for  the  organization  01  the  comity  oi " 

After  second  reading  it  went  to  a  select  committee 
composed  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Robert  L.  Wilson, 
of  Sangamon,  and  William  A.  Richardson,  of  Schuyler, 
who  reported  it  with  amendments,  rme  of  them  making 
the  name  Marshall.  On  motion  of  David  A.  Xowlin, 
of  Monroe,  Marshall  was  stricken  out  and  Van  Buren 
inserted  as  the  name  of  the  new  county.  After  a 
reference  to  ant^thcr  select  committee  consisting  of 
Ninian  W.  Edwards,  and  Dan  Stone,  of  Sangamon-, 
and  Douglas,  the  House  ])assed  the  bill.  The  Senate 
postponed  consideration  of  it  indefmitely  and  took 
no  further  action  u]X)n  it.  The  boundar}^  line  ran 
thus:  beginning  at  the  n^  .rth-we.'<t  corner  of  Sangamon 
(then  where  the  north  line  of  township  twenty  north 
third  principal  meridian,   touches    the   Illinois  river), 
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running  thence  east  on  the  township  line  to  the  north- 
east corner  of  township  twenty  nortli,  range  five  west 
(on  the  L(lgall-^hls^)n  hne) ;  thence  south  on  the  range 
hne  to  the  south-east  corner  of  townshi])  eighteen 
north ;  thence  diagonally  across  ranges  five,  six  and 
seven,  to  the  south-west  corner  of  township  seventeen 
north,  range  seven  west ;  thence  west  on  the  township 
line  to  the  Sangamon-Morgan  line  (then  and  now  the 
center  of  range  eiglit  west) ;  thence  north  to  the  vSanga- 
mon  river  (at  the  north-west  corner  of  the  present 
Menard) ;  thence  along  that  river  (the  Cass-Mason  line) 
to  the  Illinois  and  up  that  river  to  the  placeof  beginning. 
Petersburg  was  named  as  the  county  seat.  This  county 
Would  include  one-_third  of  Mason,  a  small  part  of 
Sangamon  and  nearly  all  of  the  present  Menard. 

There  was  introduced  in  the  House  of  the  Four- 
teenth General  Assembly,  1844-5,  ^  ^^^^  ^<^'^  "-^^  -^^^ 
for  the  f(^rmation  of  the  county  of  Van  Buren."  It 
passed  the  House  and  was  laid  on  the  Senate  table. 
The  prop(>sed  comity  would  have  taken  territory  from 
Randolph  and  Jacks'  «n. 

See  Benton  and  Marshall. 
\ 

VAXDALIA. 
See  Okaw, 

VERXON. 

Petitions  for  a  division  of  Tazewell  led  the  Senate 
committee  on  counties  of  the  Twelfth  General  Assem- 
bly, 1S40-1,  by  John  Moore  of  McLean,  to  report  a 
bill  for  "An  Act  to  create  the  county  of  Vernon." 
After  second  reading  and  another  report  by  the  com- 
mittee, upon  a  re-reference,  further  consideration  was 


indefinitely  postporu.d  on  moti'-^n  of  Riclianl  N.  Cullnm 
of  Tazewell . 

VIRGIL. 

There  was  inlnHluced  into  the  House  of  the  Elev- 
enth General  Assembly,  1838-0,  a  bill  for  "An  Act  to 
create  the  com-ity  ot  Virgil."  It  was  read  twice  and 
sent  to  a  select  commiitec  coinp  >sed  of  John  Harris 
of  Macoupin,  Newton  Cloud  of  Morgan,  Ninian  W. 
Edwards  of  Sangamon,  John  Lr)gan  of  Jackson  and 
William  H.  Henderson  of  Putnam.  After  a  report 
by  the  committee  with  amendments,  the  bill,  amend- 
ments and  report  were,  on  motion  of  William  F. 
Elkin  of  Sangamon,  indefinitely  postponed. 

WATSON. 

This  is  the  name  originally  proposed  for  Douglas. 
It  is  said  that  when  the  promoters  of  the  bill  creating 
that  county  were  at  the  capital  they  were  given  to 
understand  that  the  new  county  must  be  called  D(Aig- 
las,  or  the  bill  would  fail.  (Battey,  History  of  Douglas 
County.) 

WAUPOXSEE. 

While  some  citizens  of  Will  and  Iroquois  were 
asking  the  Thirteenth  General  Assembly,  1842-3, 
to  form  a  new  county  out  of  their  territor\-,  others 
remonstrated  against  the  fonnation  of  a  county  to 
be  called  Wauponsee. 

WILCOX.  ■    ■ 

See  Benton. 
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